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I use service activities as a means to assemble emergency equipment, supplies, and gain 
experience.
The only real difference between responding during a disaster and helping with a communication 
event is that the pressure is pretty much off of you if you make a mistake, leave something home, 
have something break, or didn’t think about a situation you find yourself in.  Few events will 
cause loss of life or property if something doesn’t happen.  We serve under a best effort 
agreement and this means the best we know how to do AT THAT TIME.
When I am involved in an event, take a trip away from home, go boating or hunting or hiking I 
make lists and SAVE THEM.  They become the starting point for a similar activity in the future 
and become more valuable if I update the list when I return home with the things I would do 
differently.  For me it helps to focus on areas of items rather than just shotgun a list together. 
Tonight we will walk through a list that I will use this weekend in a bicycle ride that we are 
providing communications for.  I will list a category and then some specifics as we walk through 
this list.  Ready?  Grab a pencil and paper and let’s get started.
I always start with the category of 
COMFORT

1. Table for equipment and writing
2. Chair, cup or mug holders are nice to have
3. Shade and shelter
4. Clothes
5. Food and snacks – even if provided
6. Drinks
7. Sunscreen and bug repellent
8. Sunglasses and hat
9. Light – flashlights, headlamps, glow sticks, halogen floods
10. Warmth – coat, blanket, gloves, sleeping bag, boots, rain gear, garbage bags for rain gear 

left home.
11. Spare pair of eye glasses and cleaner

POWER
1. Batteries – charged and ready
2. Spare batteries:  AA, AAA, D, Gel Cells, ???
3. Cables and cords to connect lights and radios to the above batteries
4. Generator
5. Extension cords for computers, lights, chargers, power supplies
6. Power supplies
7. Multimeter and polarity testers
8. Battery chargers
9. Power strips

RADIO
1. Transceivers
2. Weather radios
3. Manuals for radios, repeater directory



4. Microphones:  hand, speaker mic, headset
5. Speakers and headphones if in a noisy environment
6. Power cables for radios and chargers  

ANTENNAS
1. Antenna elements:  HT, external whips, rubber ducks, J-pole, dual band, mag mount
2. Manuals for antennas you may have to assemble on site
3. Coax of various lengths:  25 foot, 50 foot, UHF couplers
4. Masts and tripod mounts
5. Bungee cords for securing masts to something and coiling unused coax
6. Spare antenna in case your primary antenna is damaged in transit or use
7. Consider a small Yagi if you might be in a marginal situation.  A good antenna is better 

than a lot of output power – It hears better than the amp!
COMPUTER

1. Laptop, battery, charger, mouse
2. Serial cables and USB adaptors
3. Source of laptop charging current (DC to AC inverter, DC to DC adaptor, generator)
4. External media to share files (USB drive, diskettes)
5. Canned air to blow the sand out of the keyboard
6. Something to make a screen visor – sunlight kills the display’s usefulness
7. TNC for packet, APRS, cables for these devices, manual for these devices

MISC.
1. Clipboard and paper
2. Pencils
3. Highlight markers
4. Post-it notes – I use these for everything
5. Rock to hold down papers in the wind
6. Maps, event plan and information, operator lists
7. Magazine or book for the down times
8. Camera
9. Name tags
10. Broadcast radio
11. Ropes, straps, Velcro as needed to hold things together
12. A copy of this list so you can make changes while the new need is fresh
13. First aid kit and fire extinguisher
14. Medications that you may need to take until you return home – plan on staying longer 

than you plan.

BOOKS AND MANUALS
I keep a copy of all of my hardware and software manuals in a binder that travels with me.  I can 
not tell you how many times I have drawn a blank on something as simple as programming a 
new repeater frequency into a radio.  Given I have radios from three different manufacturers and 
spanning 3 decades of ownership, things can get fuzzy sometimes.  I keep a copy of the radio 
manuals in my truck and have used them before.
This is my list but could be a start for what you are involved in.  Questions or comments?


